INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: SUBMITTED TO:

This report pertains to an investigation of CWGC Commemorations Section

the identification of the burial location of a | Commonwealth War Graves Commission
member of the Commonwealth Forces, 2 Marlow Road

during the Great War 1914-1921. Maidenhead, Berkshire

SL6 7DX United Kingdom

Email: commemorations@cwgc.org

Report Date: 19 May 2020

Reason for Submission: (X0 means purpoge of the rep¢d

Casualty Identification: - Burial Information: -
Confirmed ldentity Burial Location Identified X
Most Probable Identity Grave Stone Correction X
Questionable ldentity Grave Records Correction
Incorrect ldentity Request for CWGC Details
Other Other
Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachmentnumber; Al 6 i nf or mat
Casualty Identification: - Burial Information: e
McLaughlin, Albert James Marfaux British Cemetery link
New Zealand Cyclist Bn. i Marne, France i
Private #10047 i Plot 9 Row A Grave 9 i
Death: 23 July 1918 link | Reburial: 24 May 1923 i
Graves Registration Report | 1ab | Service Record Extracts 7
Concentration of Grave 2 | Regimental History Extract 8
Exhumation Report Grave Stone Photograph
Headstone Register 3 | Grave Stone Inscription
British Trench Map 4 | Memorial Inscription/Photo
French Trench Map 5 | Reporting and Review 9
Possible Candidates List 6 | Other
Summary of Findings:
The Concentration of Graves Burial Return for Plot 9 Row A Grave9 | i st s an
British Soldier, New Zealand Cyclist Corps06 who was di stingui sh
characteristic s (f al se teeth) and his initials

remains were found just south of Marfaux in the Marne Sector of France.

A review of the historic records reveals that only one (1) candidate met the
characteristics detailed for this unknown soldier, that being Private Albert James
McLaughlin #10047, killed in action on 23 July 1918 and buried at that precise location.
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Details of Findings:
The findings are based on the following:

1. The Graves Registration Report Form( GRRF) | i st s onl y an
Zeal and Soldiero in Plot 9 Row A Gr a\
(Attachment #1a). There is no additional information that would lead a researcher
to believe that the identity of the soldier could be determined.

A second Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) exists for men of the New
Zealand Cyclist Battalion in the original Memorial Plot (Attachment #1b). These
are the same ten (10) names on the permanent Marfaux (New Zealand)
Memorial. The CWGC reports:

1 Marfaux (New Zealand) Memorial takes the form of a panel stone erected
in the shelter in Marfaux British Cemetery. It commemorates, by name, 10
casualties of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion who fell in July 1918 and
who have no known grave.

At least five (5) of these men are known to be buried in the Marfaux British
Cemetery, specifically in graves 3.B.4, 3.F.7, 8.J.4, 9.A.9 (this case) and 3.BB.8.
All of these men fell on 23 July 1918.

2. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG-
BR) provides considerable additional information that enabled the identification of
the AUnknown New Zeal and Soldiero (At
as follows:

1 The remains were located at the specific location marked by trench map
coordinates Soissons 1/100000 Sh. 22. 4 K. 80 x 04. This is an area
located between the Aisne and Marne Rivers to the southwest of Reims.
That location is very close to the Marfaux British Cemetery which is
shown, on the same document, to be located at Sh. 22 5. K. 86 x 98.

1 There was no cross found on the grave, which tells us that all additional
details were revealed from the examination of the remains at the time of
the exhumation, on or about 24 May 1923.

1 The soldier® remains were identified as those of an Unknown British
Soldier, an often used generic term, who was known to be with the New
Zealand Cyclist Corps. That would have been determined from the collar
badges and numerals that were identified.

1 The soldier recovered from this location had both upper and lower sets of
false teeth, thus a full dental plate.

1 Found with the remains was personal grooming gear, in this case a
shaving brush marked with the initials f/A Ma
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With this information, we now know we are looking for a soldier of the New
Zealand Cyclist Corps who had a dental plate and the initials A.M., who was lost
in this area at some time during the Great War.

For future reference, the COG-BR documents with trench map locations for all
the unknown men of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion buried in this cemetery
are:

Plot 3 Row B Grave 4: COG-BR 2329112 TMC: 220.725 x 270.450
Plot 3 Row B Grave 7 COG-BR 2329137 TMC: 220.450 x 269.975
Plot 8 Row J Grave 4 COG-BR 2302144 TMC: 217.8 x 268.4

Plot 9 Row A Grave 9 COG-BR 2303038 TMC: 22. 4. K. 80 x 04
Plot 3 Row BB Grave 8 COG-BR 2303058 - concentrated

= =4 =4 -8 A

3. The Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions (HD-SCHD) reveals only
that the headstone marks the burial location of a Soldier of /A New Zealand
Regimento (Attachment # 3). No additional information as to the specific unit, the
New Zealand Cyclist Battalion, was carried forward. As there is no hame on the
headstone, we can infer that these remains have remained unknown since the
time of their concentration in 1923.

4. A British Trench Map provides us with the specifics as to the recovery and burial
location (Attachment #4). The remains were found at SOISSONS 22 4 K. 80 x
04, which is more or less at the Village of Marfaux.

The remains were concentrated to the Marfaux British Cemetery, located at
SOISSONS 22 22 5. K. 86 x 98. This location is approximately 9 miles southwest
of central Reims and 25 miles southeast of Soissons. The remains were buried
approximately 0.5 miles east-southeast of the village at GPS = 49° 9'51.28"N
3°54'13.40"E.

5. The corresponding French Trench Map has been provided, which uses a
different set of coordinates (Lambert) than the British Trench Map noted above
(Attachment #5). This version of the map is required for this case as many of the
other remains of soldiers of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion were marked with
the French coordinates. For example, the remains of Lance Serjeant George
Robert Foulds #10807 were recovered at Joncherry-sur-Vesle 1/20000 220.600
X 271.400. The location of the remains of Unknown New Zealand Cyclist
translates from the British Trench Map coordinates to Joncherry-sur-Vesle
1/20000 220 x 270. For those not familiar with the use of the French Trench
Maps, pl eUsisgérerscleTgendh Maps in the Unknown Projecto .

The only time during the Great War that the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion was in
the area marked by the map coordinates was on July-August 1918. The CWGC

refers to the action on 23 July 1918 in their history of the cemetery: iVlarfaux was
captured by the Germans in May 1918, and retaken, after severe fighting, on the

23rd July, by the 51st (Highland) and 62nd (West Riding) Divisions and the New

Zealand Cyclist Battalion.o
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6. A Possible Candidates List was prepared using the CWGC database for all the
men of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion that were killed in the Reims Sector of
France during the fifth and final action of the 1918 German Spring Offensive
(Attachment#6). T hi s wa sOpkrationWwiarneschutzf
Reims/Friedensturm, 15 July to 17 July 1918: The Champagne-Marne Offensive
(Second Battle of the Marne) i followed by the counterat t ack fABatt |
18 July to 6 August 1918a The New Zealand Cyclist Battalion arrived in the
sector on Friday 19 July 1918, only four (4) days prior to the death of all the men
(16) on 23 July 1918.

A review of the candidate list provides clear evidence that the remains are those
of Private Albert James McLaughlin #10047, who is currently named on the
Marfaux (New Zealand) Memorial for the missing. The key identifiers are noted
as:

identified as a New Zealand Cyclist

the location of the remains were the same as all the others with known
burials in the cemetery at JSV 220 x 270 or SOISSONS 22 4.K. 80 x 04
the initials "A. M." on the personal grooming gear (shaving brush)

the presence of the double denture plate.

T
)l
T
T

You will also note that Private Henry Mills #28511 was identified in Marfaux
British Cemetery on the basis of his hair colour, dental records and his nhame on
a piece of personal grooming kit (comb). In his case, his full surname was shown,
not just initials.

7. The Service Record Extracts provide all of the additional details to confirm that
these are the remains of Private Albert James McLaughlin (Attachment #7). He is
reported killed in action on July 23, 1918 and buried the following day. The
coordinates for his burial are given as Joncherry-sur-Vesle 1/20000 220 221.2
270 271.4.5.

Twelve days prior to his death, while acting as a runner (delivering messages on
his bicycle), he fell from his cycle and suffered a face abrasion and broken dental
plate.

8. An Extract of the Regimental History provides supporting details for the location
of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion throughout the Great War and specifically
for their location during the time of death of Private McLaughlin (Attachment #8).
Chapters | through XVI tell of the creation and actions of the New Zealand Cyclist
Battalion in March 1916 through to arrival at Oissy, France for training in open
warfare tactics. During this period they saw action in Belgium and France, but
never in the Soissons-Reims Sector. They first entered that sector on Saturday
20 July 1918. Three (3) days later, during the main assault on the Village of
Marfaux, Private McLaughlin was to pay the ultimate sacrifice.
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Two men with the initials fA. M.0perished that day. Private A. R. McLeod #51865
fell in the same area and is buried in Plot 3 Row F Grave 6 of the Marfaux British
Cemetery. The grave site of Private A. J. McLaughlin #10047 remained
funknownountil this time. We now know he rests in Plot 9 Row A Grave 9, also in
the Marfaux British Cemetery.

Action Required:

The Al nvestigative Reporto has been prepgq
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the
commemoration details (Attachment #9).

The evidence is clear and conclusive that these are the remains of Private Albert James
McLaughlin of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion. He is the only candidate lost at that
location at any time during the Great War that met all the criteria:

1 identified as a New Zealand Cyclist

1 the location of the remains were the same as all the others with known
burials in the cemetery at JSV 220 x 270 or SOISSONS 22 4.K. 80 x 04
the initials "A. M." on the personal grooming gear (shaving brush)

1
1 the presence of the double denture plate.
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ATTACHMENT #1a

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form.
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2328988.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #1b

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form.
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2328996.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #2

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial
Return. https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2303038.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #3

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions.
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2695316.JPG

v

No. of Contract. dated
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’
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COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS
to this report is attached
COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS

(those headstones to be imscribed with texts are underiined)
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ATTACHMENT #4

Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Soissons 22 1/100,000
Map. http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.calislandora/object/macrepo%3A4323
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ATTACHMENT #5

Cartes militaires. Canevas de tir, guerre 1914-1918 (31 Fi). Dormans. Service géographique de I'Armée].
1918. The French National Archives Map Listings - 1/20000 Trench Map Listings i Jonchery-sur-Vesle
1918
For information on accessing the on-line map collection of the France Archives, please see:
Using French Trench Maps in the Unknown Project
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