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Summary of Findings:

The Graves Registration Report Form for Plot 6 Row F Grave 2, in the Epéhy Wood
Farm Cemetery, lists an Unknown Captain of the Leicestershire Regiment (Leicesters)
with a Military Cross (M.C.). The Concentration of Graves Burial Return tells us that he
was classified by his stars (Captain), ribbons (Military Cross) and numerals
(Leicestershire). The remains were located at trench map coordinates 62c.E.5.d.6.6,
which places them just west of Epéhy, France.

A detailed evaluation of the historical records reveals that these are the remains of
Captain Henry Spencer-Smith, M.C. of the 8" Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment killed

in action on 21 March 1918.

Captain Henry Spencer-Smith
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Details of Findings:

The findings provide clear evidence that the remains in Plot 6 Row F Grave 2 of the
Epéhy Wood Farm Cemetery are those of Captain Henry Spencer-Smith, M.C. of the 8"
Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment.

The findings are based on the following:

1. The Graves Registration Report (GRRF) indicates that the Unknown Captain had
a Military Cross and was with the Leicestershire Regiment (Attachment #1).
There is no date of death or battalion noted on the document. A review of the
GRRF documents in the CWGC database for the cemetery reveals a number of
men of the regiment, many of which were not identified by name. Dates of death
of the known men ran%ed from September 1917 to March 1918 and included
men primarily of the 6, 7", 8" and 9" Battalions (110™ Brigade, 21 Division).

2. The Concentration of Graves Burial Return (COG-BR) reports that the unknown
Captain (Leicesters) was recovered at 62c.E.5.d.6.6 (Attachment #2). The
remains were in an unmarked grave, however it was noted that the uniform had
stars (Captain), ribbon (Military Cross) and numerals (Leicestershire Regiment).
Many of the men of the regiment, which were not identified by name, were
reported killed in March of 1918. Pl g
buried contains 16 Leicesters, only one (1) of which was identified (Private
Rickhuss #17960, 8" Battalion). All these men were recovered at the same
location 62c.E.5.d.6.6.

3. The Headstone Schedule (HD-SCHD) provides confirmation that the remains of
the Unknown British Captain were not identified (Attachment #3). No further
information is available at this time to detail the inscription on the headstone.

4. An Area Map prepared with Google Earth Pro shows the area of the Somme
where the Captainds remai ns (Attachnment#4) tt g
was in this area that there was a major assault (1918 Spring Offensive) by the
Ger man Ar my ( Op ekKaigetschiaahto Mi c h a e | i

5. A more detailed Trench Map from 1918 shows the precise location where the
remains were recovered at 62c.E.5.d.6.6, approximately 1,200 yards due west of
Epéhy (Attachment #5). This is slightly north of the Epéhy to Saulcourt Road,
where the 8" Battalion Leicestershire Regiment (110™ Brigade, 21 Division) was
concentrated on 21 March 1918. As noted previously, this is the same location
where the remains of Private Rickhuss were exhumed.

6. The Possible Candidates List constructed from the CWGC database shows there
were 45 Captains of the Leicestershire Regiment lost in France in the Great War,
of which nineteen (19) have no known grave (Attachment #6). Of these, only
three (3) are reported to have a Military Cross, two (2) of which are on the
Pozieres Memorial (applicable) and one (1) is on the Soissons Memorial (not
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applicable). Two (2) of the five (5) Captains on the Arras Memorial were killed in
action during the March 1918 period of interest, neither of which had a Military
Cross nor were in the area of Epéhy at the time. The 1% Battalion (Captain
Harbottle) was near Lagnicourt 57c¢.C.23, northeast of Bapaume (war diary page
86 of 796) and the 11" Battalion (Captain Spence i Midland Pioneers), was in
the same general area near Fremicourt (war diary page 614 of 672) at Vaux and
Maricourt Woods 57¢.C.27 and 57c.1.4.

7. Areview of the CWGC database reveals additional support for the differentiation
of the burial sites for the men of the 6" and 8" Battalions of the Leicestershire
Regiment (Attachment #7). All of the men of the 6™ Battalion were found in
southern burial ground sectors E.11, E.12 or E.13.

There are three (3) known in Epéhy Wood Farm Cemetery who were all found in
sector E.11 (COG-BR 1998595):

f ALLEN, D H 21-03-18 Private 6th Bn. '10667' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY,
EPEHY IV. F. 14. 62c.E.11.a.0.8

. CLAYFORD, E 21-03-18 Private 6th Bn. '41321' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY,
EPEHY IV. F. 11. 62c.E.11.a.0.8

. DAWSON, J H 23-03-18 Private 6th Bn. '21868' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY,
EPEHY IV. F. 12. 62c.E.11.a.0.8

Four (4) men of the 6™ Battalion buried in the Unicorn British Cemetery were
recovered from sector E.12 (COG-BR 2543292 & COG-BR 2543294):

1 DUNKLEY, R H 23-03-18 L/Cpl. 6th Bn. '204105' UNICORN CEMETERY, VENDHUILE
IV. G. 10. 62c.E.12.d.4.8

1 MAY, H C 22-03-18 CSM 6th Bn. '12813' UNICORN CEMETERY, VENDHUILE llI. G.
14.62c.E.12.d.4.8

1 ROBERTS, JL 21-03-18 Lieutenant attd. 6th Bn. UNICORN CEMETERY, VENDHUILE
. G. 20. 62c.E.12.d.4.8

1 SMITH, S S 24-03-18 Private 6th Bn. '41407' UNICORN CEMETERY, VENDHUILE III.
G. 19. 62c.E.12.d.4.8

At the St. Emilie Valley Cemetery, two (2) more are found in sector E.13 (COG-
BR 2044516), to the south and further west:

1 HOWARD, G A 22-03-18 Private 6th Bn.' 46296' STE. EMILIE VALLEY CEMETERY,
VILLERS-FAUCON IV. E. 3. 62c.E.13.a.2.4

1 MARSDEN, A 22-03-18 Private 6th Bn. '41359' STE. EMILIE VALLEY CEMETERY,
VILLERS-FAUCON IV. E. 8. 62c.E.13.a.2.4

Also found in Unicorn British Cemetery that the remains of the Unknown
Lieutenant Colonel were recovered, who we believe was incorrectly identified as
Lieutenant Colonel Hindle of the 15/4™ Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, rather
than Lieutenant Colonel William Norman Stewart of the 6™ Battalion
Leicestershire Regiment (see CWGC Correction Report of 15 July 2019).
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That file contains important information relative to this case, as the Special

Exhumation Report (SPEC-EXH 2055857) states: ( Not e t hat wher @
should haveb e e n t Y'qi ¢hdre vilaé no 5" Battalion in that area).

1T AThe above name officer was origin
62c.E.12.c.7.4., together with a number of other ranks of the 5™ (sic) Battn
Leicestershire Regt, killed in action morning of 23/3/ 1918 0 .

All the men of the 8th Battalion with known burial locations were found in the
northern sectors E.5 and E.6. On one document we find two (2) men of the g
Battalion in the exact same area wher
M.C. was recovered (COG-BR 1998601):

. HUNT, F 22-03-18 Private 8th Bn. '21685' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY, EPEHY
VI. 1. 13. 62c.E.5.d.6.6

' MOORE, F 22-03-18 Serjeant 8th Bn. '11692' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY,
EPEHY VI. I. 16. 62c.E.5.d.6.6

T UNKNOWN CAPTAIN MC Leicestershire Regiment

Two more men of the 8" Battalion are found in this area as well (COG-BR
1998598 & COG-BR 1998603):

. ASTON, E 22-03-18 L/Cpl.8th Bn.'12313' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY, EPEHY
VI. . 4. 62c.E.6.c.1.3

f RICKHUSS, J 22-03-18 Private 8th Bn.' 17960' EPEHY WOOD FARM CEMETERY,
EPEHY VI. F. 12. 62c.E.5.d.6.4

It is clear from this analysis that there were two different regimental burial
grounds for each of the 6™ and 8" Battalions, when they were in close proximity
to Epéhy. The 6™ Battalion men were buried in the southern sectors E.11 and
E.12 and the 8" Battalion men in the northern sectors E.5 and E.6.

8. The War Diaries of the 110™ Infantry Brigade (21 Division) as well as those of
the 6™, 7" and 8" Infantry Battalions lend additional information relative to the
placement of the Leicestershire battalions in the vicinity of Epéhy in March 1918
(Attachments #8). | have extracted that information and summarized it here.

Attachment 8a, b: 110" Infantry Brigade:

The enemy bombardment of the Brigade front started at 4:30 am on a 6,000 yard
front. No enemy infantry appeared until 10:30 am, at which time the enemy
penetrated the brigade support line at several places, gaining entrance to
Peiziere. The 7th Battalion, along with two tanks counter attacked, keeping the
Reserve (Red) Line intact. The next attack was at 3 pm and the 6th Battalion was
ordered to form a defensive flank pivoting on the south side of Epéhy, supported
by 3 Vickers machine guns, two Field Companies of Royal Engineers one
company of 1st East Yorks. The reserve line remained intact; however the
enemy had penetrated as far as the Epéhy - Ste. Emilie Road, with small
portions north of the road.
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Another advance commenced on 22 March 1918, with a barrage at 6:45 am and
a strong attack at 8:15 am on the south end of Epéhy with a flanking attack on
the Epéhy - Ste. Emilie Road. The southern posts of Epéhy were captured. The
6th and 8th battalions withdrew in a northwest direction to the Saulcourt - Epéhy
Road. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart of the 6th Battalion was killed at this point.
From this we know they were at 62c.E.12.d.4.8.

The withdrawal was complete by 10 am and the 7th Battalion was holding the
Reserve (Red) Line and the Peiziere village defences. At 11 am the 21st Division
withdrew to the Brown Line. Lieutenant-Colonel Utterson of the 8th Battalion and
most of the Epéhy Garrison were reported missing (bottom of page 429 of 760),
believing that they had been completely surrounded

When you put his altogether you have:

1 7th Battalion north of Epéhy holding Peiziere (57¢.W.30)
1 6th Battalion within and to the south of Epéhy (62c.E.12)
1 8th Battalion between 6th and 7th Battalions (62c.F.1 and into 62c.E.6)

Attachment 8c: 6™ Infantry Battalion:

Switching over to the 6th Battalion war diary, we find that on the 21% that A & D
Coys were sent to garrison posts in Epéhy and that B & C Coys were coming
forward from SAULCOURT (so heading northeast to Epéhy). At 8:40 am on 22
March 1918 Lt.-Col. Stewart was shot and instantly killed by a sniper. This
information places the Lt-Col. at 62c.E.12.d.4.8, to the southwest of Epéhy
where all the other remains of the 6th Battalion were recovered. After 11 am the
6th Battalion came into touch with the 8th Battalion, as they were pushed back to
the Epéhy-Saulcourt Road (that could be 62c.E5.d and 62c.E.11.a). The location
of the remains of the men of the 6th Battalion tells us they were primarily in the
area of 62c.E.11.a. At this point it is reported that the 6th Battalion was going
southwest towards Longavesnes at 62c.E.25, while the 8th Battalion was
withdrawing to the NORTH of the Epéhy-Saulcourt Road. The 6th Battalion came
under heavy fire at CAPRON COPSE, which places them at 62c.E.17.a&b. This
is just northwest of Villers-Faucon. The 6th Battalion was now leaving the area
where the remains of interest were recovered.

Attachment 8d: 7" Infantry Battalion:

Now taking a look at the war diary for the 7th Battalion to see if they have any
additional information, such as maps (starts at page 123 of 318). They were on
the north side of Epéhy at Peiziere, which is more or less an extension of Epéhy
into map 57c. The war diary tells us that the enemy were moving down from
Vaucellette Farm 57c¢.X.13.c (page 124 of 318). The enemy are coming down
and crossing SQUASH, PLANE and FIR trenches, so into 57¢X.19 and 57¢.X.25.

They are also noted to be approaching from the south of Epéhy. At 10 am on the
22nd news was received that the enemy had captured St. Emilie and the
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southern end of Epéhy and the 8th Battalion had been ordered to form a
defensive on the Epéhy-Saulcourt Road (that would be in 62c.E.6.c). They
retreated, facing MG fire from both the northeast and southeast, causing many
casualties.

In Appendix A we start to get more information on the lines as there is a
reference (message from OAK to PINE) to the YELLOW LINE

at 62c.E.5.a.7.3 to 62c.E.5.c.6.5, which is the area where we find our
UNKNOWN CAPTAIN (war diary page 146 of 318).

Attachment 8e, f: 8™ Infantry Battalion:

The 8th Battalion War Diary for 22 March 1918 tells us that the battalion HQ was
moved from FISHERS KEEP at 62c.F.1.a, which is adjacent to 62c.E.6.b on the
northwest edge of Epéhy. The diary also notes that this information was
communicated to the 4 companies holding the RED LINE and to the 2 companies
of the 6th BATTALION defending the village. The enemy was entering Epéhy
from the southeast moving northwest, so they would be pushing the 8th Battalion
back in that direction. The defensive position was formed along the EPEHY-
SAULCOURT ROAD, which in that area ran through 62c.E.6.a and 62c.E.6.c
and then into 62c.E.5.d. It is there that the remains of the CAPTAIN were
recovered. It was there that they linked up with the 7th Battalion holding
PEIZIERE 57¢.W.30.d, to the northwest. Two (2) companies of the 6th Battalion
were holding the YELLOW LINE (the other 2 were in the village earlier). The
enemy then (11 am) moved into the dead ground to the west of Epéhy (that
would be 62c.E.6 b&d). After this the battalion moved to the southwest in the
direction of Saulcourt, taking the battalion out of the area of interest where the
remains of the Captain were recovered.

Action Required:

The Al nvestigative Reporto has been prepg
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the
commemoration details (Attachment #9).

It is clear, when all of the information is assembled and analyzed, that there was a
distinct separation of the areas occupied by the infantry battalions of the 110" Infantry
Brigade, both during the battles and when the dead were buried. Captain Henry
Spencer-Smith, M.C. was buried at 62c.E.5.d.6.6 along with other men of the 8" Bn
Leicestershire Regiment. His remains were recovered on or before 19 September 1919
and buried in Plot 6 Row F Grave 2 at the Epéhy Wood Cemetery.
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ATTACHMENT #1

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form.
http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1998497.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #2

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial
Return. http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1998601.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #3

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions.
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2097163.JPG
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No. of Contract.............dated....

Name and Address of Firm.
{

Fmperial

War Graves Commission.
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COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS
to this report is attached

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS

Badge

(those headstones o be inscribed with texts are underlined)

and

27
Schedule A ** Page A

Name of Cemetery.
TECHY 400U PARM CEM "3"

To be stencilled on foot of
headstones below ground level
abbreviated thus:—

EPEH, WD+ F1i Cs

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design).

Proof Checked.
Final Check No. 1.
Office Copy Prepared.
Final Check No. 2. (/)

G300 W LOSH/WIS 100,000 1075 146 F&S

5 Oentre To be stencilled on fook
Dasign No. 1t Line. 2nd Line. 8¢d Line. 4th Line. of of Hendstones below
fiod Layois Stone, ground lovel.

Number and Rank. Initials, NAME and Honours. Regiment. Age. Relig. Plot P. No. of
Date of Death. Emb. Row R. Stone,
In any instance where the entr) Grave G.
“NONE * sppears in Col. 6, the Ago
will bo omitted from tho Hes ono
and the Date of Death centred
laterally,
= e L) W = > P.R.G. -
(1) (@ (8) (1) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
1028/14 © G/31707 LALCL CFL. Je ¢ ROYAL U . 2157 S NOML | CROSS_ 6 E 11 ﬁ”{
1048/1B + 79104  PRIVATE Ge Py 7 ROYAL FUSILIERS 2187 S .07 18 CROSS 6 E 12 ﬁ
#9
1048/1B ¢ 79547 _ PRIVATE Ge 4/  ROYAL FUSILIZRS 21ST SEFT 1.BER 1918 AGH 19 CROSS 6 E 13 gg{
"
1048/1B , 89370 FRIVATE e F'a CARRIER L] ROYAL FusILIERS 215T SEFTSIBER 1918 AGE 19 CROSS € I 14 é@
1048/1G¢  UKKuOL N BRITISH FRIVATE (FOR PARTICULARS OF LaYOUT IkSC.XETC SLEE SCHLIM G/H.|) 6 E 15 pes
1062/1G  UiKkOWN BRITISH PRIVATE (FOR PARTICULARS OF LAYOUT INSC,RIC S5iE SCHED. G/H. ) € I 16 8ds
1027/1G  UNK:ON ERITISH PRIVATE I LAYOUT InSC. ETC 5i% SCHED. G/He ) 6 E 17 8g7
1035/1G = UMEsUWN BRITISH SOLDIER (OR PARTICULAR: OF LAYOUT IdSC.PC SE: SCHLDw G/H. ) 6/ 1 L)
1035/1G | ULKWOTN BRITISH CAFTATH 7 LAYOUT InSC.®TC SEE SCHIw. G/H.|) 6F 2 289
1035/1G  ULK:OiN BRITISH SOLDIFR ' LAYOUT I.SC.TTC S3ZZ SCHED. G/H.|) 6F 3 900
1035/16 = ULKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIIR " LAYOUT INSC.JTC SHE SCHED. G/H.|) 6F 4 901
1035/1G | UWKWOUN BRITISH SOLOIER ? LAYOUT INSC.ETC SZI SCHEDs G/H. ) 6F 5 ;o{
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1035/1G | UNKNOWH ERITISH SOLDITR (®OR PARTICUL-RS OF LiYOUD INSC.ZPC SEE TLde G/Hs ) 6F 8 ,905
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ATTACHMENT #4

Area Map i Google Earth Pro: Remains recovered at 62c.E.5.d.5.5 GPS: 50.002329, 3.111408

8th Bn. Leicestershire Captain at Epehy
Remains recovered at 62c E.5.d 5.5 GPS: 50.002329, 3.111408
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https://www.google.com/earth/download/gep/agree.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B000'08.4%22N+3%C2%B006'41.1%22E/@50.0048311,3.1094763,2970m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d50.002329!4d3.111408

ATTACHMENT #5

The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas.62cNE2 Epéhy Edition 2A Map wo297_1578 Trenches
Corrected 16/2/1918. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United Kingdom.
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