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 INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 
 
This report pertains to an investigation of 
the identification of the burial location of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces, 
during the Great War 1914-1921. 
 

SUBMITTED TO: 
 
CWGC Commemorations Section 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
2 Marlow Road 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 
SL6 7DX United Kingdom 
Email: commemorations@cwgc.org  
 

 

Report Date: 20 April 2017 
 
Reason for Submission: (ñXò means purpose of the report) 
 

Casualty Identification:  Burial Information:  

Confirmed Identity x Burial Location Identified x 

Most Probable Identity  Grave Stone Correction  

Questionable Identity  Grave Records Correction  

Incorrect Identity  Request for CWGC Details  

Other  Other  

 
Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; ñIò information provided) 
 

Casualty Identification:  Burial Information:  

Aylmore, Alick Guyer Aylmer i Assevillers New British link 

1-15th Bn. London Regiment i Somme, France i 

2nd Lieutenant i Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 i 

Death: 23 March 1918 link Burial: 12 December 1920 i 

Graves Registration Report 1 War Diary Extract(s) 7 

Concentration of Grave 2 Other 2nd Lieutenants MIA 8 

Exhumation Report  Other Casualties Buried 9 

Headstone Register 3 Grave Stone Inscription  

Area Map(s) 4 Memorial Inscription/Photo  

Trench Map(s) 5 Reporting and Review 10 

Possible Candidates List 6 Other  

 
Summary of Findings: 
 
The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 at the Assevillers New 
British Cemetery lists an Unknown  2/Lt Civil Service Rifles, known formally as ñ1/15th 
(County of London) Battalion (Prince of Walesôs Own Civil Service Rifles)ò. 
 
A review of all the evidence clearly shows that 2nd Lieutenant Alick Aylmore was the 
only candidate that was at this location and has no known grave. He was killed in action 
on 23 March 1918 on the left of the Mens-Fins Road, southwest of Bapaume in the 
Somme area of France. 
 

  

mailto:commemorations@cwgc.org
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/35300/ASSEVILLERS%20NEW%20BRITISH%20CEMETERY
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/739206/AYLMORE,%20ALICK%20GUYER%20AYLMER
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Details of Findings: 
 
The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 are those of 2nd 
Lieutenant Alick Guyer Aylmer Aylmore of the 1/15th (County of London) Battalion 
(Prince of Walesôs Own Civil Service Rifles). He is the ONLY 2nd Lieutenant of the 
Battalion that was in this location and has an UNKNOWN GRAVE, at any time during 
the Great War. 
 
The findings are based on the following: 
 

1. The Grave Registration Report Form (GRRF) lists an Unknown British Officer, 
2/Lt. of the ñCivil Service Rflsò, buried in Plot 9 Row D Grave 6 (Attachment #1). 
We know that the ñCivil Service Rflsò (Rifles) were the 1/15th (County of London) 
Battalion (Prince of Walesôs Own Civil Service Rifles). The cemetery holds a 
number of other men of the same battalion. The names and dates of the known 
men provide strong evidence that all these men were the result of action in the 
area in March 1918 during the German Advance known as ñOperation Michaelò. 
 

2. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG-
BR) shows that the remains of the Unknown 2nd Lieutenant were found in 
amongst a number of other men of the unit, plus others killed in the same 
location in March 1918 (Attachment #2). The trench map coordinates for the 
remains were given as 57c.V.6.b.3.6. That location tells us the remains were 
found north of Fins, France. 
 

3. The CWGC Headstone Register initially recorded ñA 2nd Lieutenant of the Great 
War P.W.O. Civil Service Riflesò (Attachment #3). This was later changed to ñA 
Soldier, Unknown 2nd Lieutenant, P.W.O Civil Service Riflesò. There was no 
change in the status of the Officer as an unknown. 
 

4. The Civil Service Rifles were in the precise area where the remains were found 
in March of 1918. The general area is shown on a map extract (Bapaume 57c) 
from the Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University (Attachment #4). 
The area is to the southeast of Bapaume, France in the Somme sector. 
 

5. A detailed trench map of the location of the remains show that they are to the 
west (left) of the Mens-Fin Road, exactly where the Civil Service Rifles were in 
action on 23 March 1918, when 2nd Lieutenant Aylmore was killed in action 
(Attachment #5). The trench map coordinates are 57c.V.6.b.3.6. 
 

6. The casualty records of the CWGC were searched for all 2nd Lieutenants of the 
1/15th Civil Service Rifles who were killed in the Great War of 1914-1921 and 
have no known grave (Attachment #6). The list shows there were ten (10) 2nd 
Lieutenants, each of which can be tied to a specific battle and location based on 
the date of their death. Research into the whereabouts of each of the missing 2nd 
Lieutenants revealed that only 2nd Lieutenant Aylmore was in the area where the 
remains were found at any time during the Great War. In summary: 
 
 

http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/battles/battles-of-the-western-front-in-france-and-flanders/the-first-battles-of-the-somme-1918/
http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A4201/-/collection
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/739206/AYLMORE,%20ALICK%20GUYER%20AYLMER
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a. On 19 September 1916, 2nd Lieutenant Ware was killed in action near 

Drop Alley, in the High Wood Area (Attachment #6a). This places the 
casualty to the southeast of Le Sars (Map Coordinates 57c.M.29). 
Although in the Somme Sector of France, this is considerable distance 
(18,000 yards ~ 10 miles) from where the remains were located. As such, 
2nd Lt. Ware is excluded as a candidate for the remains located in Sector 
57c.V.6, the area north of Fins. 
 

b. In May 1917 when the Arras Offensive was underway in France, the 1/15th 
Civil Service Rifles were at Swan Chateau, in the Dickebush area of 
Belgium, to the southwest of Ypres (Map Coordinates 28.H.19.c). The 
CWGC web site implies that 2nd Lieutenants Smith, Clarke and Jamieson 
were still serving with the 1/15th at that time and that only  2nd Lieutenant 
Coldicott was attached to the ñ2nd/6th Bn. London Regiment (City of 
London Rifles)ò. The British War Diaries clearly show that Clarke and 
Jamieson were also attached to the ñ2/6th (City of London) Battalion 
(Rifles)ò, who were in action near Bihucourt (Attachment #6b). Smith was 
attached to the ñ2/2nd (City of London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers)ò, in the 
same area. This location is to the northwest of Bapaume in the Somme 
Sector (Map Reference 57c.G.17). This accounts for the whereabouts of 
these four (4) 2nd Lieutenants. It is unknown why their names are on the 
Arras Memorial and not the Thiepval Memorial, as they died in the Somme 
Sector prior to 20 March 1918. 
 

c. On 30 November 1917 the battalion was in the area of Bourlon Wood 
(Map Coordinates 57c.E.12 to 57c.F.14), fighting the German counter 
attacks, which accounts for 2nd Lieutenants Marchant and Tatum on the 
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval. The CWGC reports that ñthe CAMBRAI 
MEMORIAL commemorates more than 7,000 servicemen of the United 
Kingdom and South Africa who died in the Battle of Cambrai in November 
and December 1917 and whose graves are not knownò. Unfortunately we 
have not been able to recover a war diary that covers the November 1917 
period. We have included instead the historical reference to the presence 
of the 47th (London) Division in the battle, far away from where the 
remains were located (Attachment #6c). 
 

d. In August and September 1918, the battalion was considerable distance to 
the southwest of the area where the remains were found. On 17 August 
1918 2nd Lieutenant Hughes was KIA near Mametz (Map Coordinates 
62d.K.12). A few weeks later, 2nd Lieutenant Garrett was KIA on 2 
September 1918 slightly further west in the area near Peronne (Map 
Coordinates 62.C.3). The war diary references for these two occasions 
are appended (Attachment #6d). 
 

7. The war diary of March 1918 for the 1/15th (City of London) Battalion (Prince of 
Walesôs Own Civil Service Rifles) confirms that the battalion was in the location 
where the remains of the Unknown 2nd Lieutenant were found on March 23, 1918 
(Attachment #7).  
 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/819279/WARE,%20BERTRAM%20KNIGHT
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1653773/SMITH,%20REGINALD%20FREDERICK
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/744686/CLARKE,%20RUSSELL%20FRANK
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1574266/JAMIESON,%20COLIN%20MILLER
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/744995/COLDICOTT,%20HUBERT%20ERIC
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1755042/MARCHANT,%20CHARLES%20VICTOR
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1757223/TATUM,%20GEORGE%20EDWARD
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1743999/HUGHES,%20ROBERT%20CHARLES
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1742653/GARRETT,%20MAURICE%20HUMPHRIS
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Missing at that time and later confirmed killed in action were Lieutenant Broad 
and 2nd Lieutenant Aylmore. We confirmed via the London Gazette (February 1st 
1918, page 1633) that Lieutenant Broad was not recently appointed 1st 
Lieutenant, as he ceased being a 2nd Lieutenant on 12 December 1917. Thus 
Aylmore is the only 2nd Lieutenant candidate in the specific area where the 
remains were found (Map Coordinates 57c.V.6). 
 

8. There were two (2) other 2nd Lieutenants missing on 23 March 1918 along with 
2nd Lieutenant Aylmore. The CWGC web site shows that 2nd Lieutenant Herbert 
Matheson of the ñ1/13th (County of London) Battalion (Kensington)ò was 
attached to the 1/15th at the time of his death. He is buried in Plot 3 Row D Grave 
2 at the Le Cateau Military Cemetery (Attachment #8a). 
 
Also missing on 23 March 1918 was 2nd Lieutenant Fred Arthur Bright, who 
although slightly wounded at the time, was not killed in action. The records of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) confirm that he was taken 
prisoner on 23 March 1918 (Attachment #8b). On 29 May 1918 it was confirmed 
that he was at Hanover and was ñdoing wellò. 
 

9. The research material shows that there were ten (10) other men of the Civil 
Service Rifles that were killed in action at the same location, at the same time 
and have known graves in the Assevillers New British Cemetery (Attachment #9). 
Three (3) of those men are buried in the same plot and row as the Unknown 2nd 
Lieutenant. 

 

 

 
Action Required: 
 
The ñInvestigative Reportò has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 
 
It is our contention that the evidence is overwhelming and that this is the grave of 2nd 
Lieutenant Alick Guyer Aylmer Aylmore. Quite simply, there are no other qualified 
candidates. 
 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/742196/BROAD,%20WALTER%20VICTOR%20MANTACH
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/739206/AYLMORE,%20ALICK%20GUYER%20AYLMER
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30508/supplement/1633
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30508/supplement/1633
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/595013/MATHESON,%20HERBERT
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/595013/MATHESON,%20HERBERT
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/65800/LE%20CATEAU%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY
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ATTACHMENT #1 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1966670.JPG  

 

Regimental History OF the ñCivil Service Riflesò from the Long, Long Trail: 
August 1914 : at Somerset House. Part of 4th London Brigade, 2nd London Division. Moved on 
mobilisation to Bedmond, and then in November to billets at Watford. 
18 March 1915: landed at Le Havre. 
11 May 1915: formation became 140th Brigade in 47th (2nd London) Division.  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1966670.JPG
http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-british-infantry-regiments-of-1914-1918/london-regiment/
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ATTACHMENT #2 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 

Return. http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1966848.JPG  

  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1966848.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #3 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions.  
http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2068287.JPG  
 

  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2068287.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #4 

Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Bapaume Map 

389WW1MAP. http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A4201 

 

 

  

http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A4201
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ATTACHMENT #5 

The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas.57cSE3 Sorel-le-Grand Edition 3A May 1917 Trenches 

Corrected 11/02/1917. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United Kingdom. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: Commonwealth Forces 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx?cpage=1  

Note:  

1. The list of men taken from the CWGC web site was then restricted to those that were on the 

memorials for the unknown. 

 

2. The location of the regiment was then determined and the general area and research notes were 

added. 

 

3. Note that the four (4) 2nd Lieutenants lost in May 1917 and named on the Arras Memorial, were 

not serving with the ñ1/15
th
ò at the time of their demise. Smith was attached to the ñ2/2nd (City of 

London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers)ò, The London Regimentò. Clarke, Coldicott and Jamieson 
were attached to the ñ2nd/6th Bn. London Regiment (City of London Rifles)ò and were in France, 

thus properly named on the Arras Memorial. 

 

 

  

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx?cpage=1

